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Meet your next SG governor
and lieutenant governor
By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu

V

eronica Jimenez
and Eran Fruehauf
are presumed to be
the next Student Government
governor and lieutenant
governor of the St. Petersburg
campus.
The ticket is running
uncontested in the March 8-11
election. They will only need
one vote to be elected.
Jimenez, a third year
political science major with a
minor in criminology, is not a
novice when it comes to SG.
Jimenez was involved
in USF’s SG before it
consolidated. She initially
joined as a senator and
eventually became the Senate
pro tempore, and then the
Senate president. In the last
general election, Jimenez ran
for lieutenant governor. Now,
she serves in the system-wide
Senate.
She believes these
experiences will assist her in
her role as governor.

“(These positions have)
given me the opportunity
to be familiar with different
organizations on campus and
be there for the student body,”
Jimenez said.
Fruehauf, a third year
double majoring in political
science and world language
and culture, is also a seasoned
member of SG who joined as
a senator. Now, he is a part of
the system-wide Senate, and
chairs the Campus Council.
He also attests that his
experience makes him
qualified to be lieutenant
governor.
“I believe that my
involvement in SG has
prepared me to reach out to
organizations, departments
and the student body, so that
I can properly represent their
interests and translate that into
action,” Fruehauf said.
Jimenez decided to run
for the very reason she got
involved in SG.
“I want to benefit and
represent the student body in
any way that I can,” Jimenez

said in an email to The Crow’s
Nest.
Fruehauf was motivated to
run when he was told that no
one else had filed to run.
“I was disappointed to hear
that no one had been running
a ticket for governor or lt.
governor, so I felt obligated
to step up and provide our
campus with representation,”
Fruehauf said in an email
to The Crow’s Nest. “I had
initially planned on running
for leadership positions within
(the) Senate next year, but I
think having local leadership
will end up being more
important considering no other
candidates are running.”
Jimenez and Fruehauf’s
platform focuses on “direct
action rather than lofty ideas,”
according to Fruehauf.
This entails advocating
for tangible policies that
address the concerns of
the student body.
COURTESY OF PEYTON LEBRON

>> SEE GOV on P3

Veronica Jimenez (right) and Eran Fruehauf have
previous SG experience.

Presidential and vice presidential candidates to partake in virtual debate
By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu

T

he USF Student
Government is
hosting its first
and only system-wide
presidential and vice
presidential debate on Feb.
25, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
through Microsoft Teams.
The Crow’s Nest, The
Oracle and a representative
from the Sarasota-Manatee
campus will moderate the
debate.
In the consolidated USF
SG, the president and vice
president represent all three
USF campuses.
Presidential
responsibilities include
overseeing all of SG,
nominating justices to
the SG Supreme Court
and signing or vetoing

legislation passed by the
system-wide Senate. The
president also has a seat on
the USF Board of Trustees.
The vice president
represents students on the
Alumni Association Board
of Directors and assumes
responsibilities delegated to
them by the president.
All presidential and vice
presidential candidates are
from the Tampa campus,
since no students from St.
Petersburg or SarasotaManatee applied.
The presidential and vice
presidential tickets include:
** Julia Cunningham,
a junior double majoring
in political science and
psychology; and Jillian
Wilson, a junior biomedical
science major with a minor
in English.
Cunningham and Wilson

plan on empowering student
organizations, implementing
policies that address sexual
violence on campus and
guiding USF’s path to “100
percent green energy.”
** Gustavo Spangher, a
third year accounting major;
and Yovela Debesay, a
second year economics and
international studies major.
Spangher and Debesay
are running on a platform
of advocacy, community
and continued progress.
Some of their initiatives
include the creation of an
alumni mentorship program
and advocacy for academic
success, mental health, and
inclusion, equity and justice.

COURTESY OF YOVELA DEBESAY
ON INSTAGRAM

Gustavo Spangher (right) and
Yovela Debesay are pushing for
an alumni mentorship program.

COURTESY OF JULIA CUNNINGHAM
AND JILLIAN WILSON ON INSTAGRAM

Julia Cunningham (left) and
Jillian Wilson are running
on a platform of student
organization empowerment and
green energy.

COURTESY OF JAIDA ABBAS

>> SEE DEBATE on P3

Jaida Abbas (left) and Jennifer
Kelly’s “RISE” platform is
centered around “response,
integration, strength, and
empowerment.”
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The St. Petersburg Conference on World Affairs returns to USF in virtual platform
By Catherine Hicks
chicks@usf.edu

T

he St. Petersburg
Conference on
World Affairs is
returning virtually to USF
from Feb. 23 to 26.
The conference will
“provide global perspective
and insight into historic
turmoil,” according to
the headline of a USF
announcement on Feb. 16.
Panel discussions
spread over three days will
“convene diplomats, military
officials, academic experts,
journalists and thousands
of community members to
provide a global perspective
on some of the most pressing
and consequential issues
facing our world,” the
announcement said.
Topics have been
organized under six themes:
health, humanity, culture,
economics, environment and
international relations.
All discussions will be
addressing three overarching

issues: COVID-19 and its
impacts, systemic racism
and social protests, and
American foreign policy,
focusing on the impact of
America’s disengagement
from the world during the
Trump administration and reengagement under President
Biden.
Dr. Thomas Smith, cofounder of the conference and
political science professor
at USF St. Petersburg, told
The Crow’s Nest that the
conference made an effort
to include discussions on
contemporary and local
issues and debates.
“We’re presenting our
usual panoply of topics,
such as foreign affairs,
international law and human
rights,” Smith said. “But
we’ve also tried to reflect this
unique moment, with a focus
on the pandemic as well as
panels on authoritarianism,
police and protest and civil
unrest in Tampa Bay.”
Despite the challenges
associated with changing

a large event into a virtual
one, the organizers took the
opportunity to invite speakers
who otherwise would not
have been able to attend.
“The virtual format allows
us to port in speakers we
wouldn’t ordinarily be able to
bring,” Smith said. “We have
several speakers from Africa,
for example, as well as a
number of Europeans who
will be joining us remotely.”
Notable speakers include
Paul Farmer, a medical
anthropologist and physician
who received the $1 million
Berggruen Prize in 2020 for
profoundly shaping human
understanding; and Lee
Weiner, one of the original
members of the Chicago
Seven who were charged
with conspiracy to riot by the
federal government, an event
that was portrayed in a recent
Netflix film.
Another panel will consist
of Africans from across the
continent, discussing their
vision for Africa and the
role America can play in

achieving these roles.
In an attempt to increase
student interaction during the
event, several USF classes
will be taking advantage
of the virtual platform to
participate in or attend panel
discussions.
“We’re pulling out
the stops to increase
student involvement in the
conference,” Smith said.
“Since the Q&A will happen
through the chat, students
should preface their question
with ‘I’m a student at
USF...’”
One noticeable perk of the
virtual platform is the ability
to record and share panel
discussions following the
conference.
“Being able to record
all these sessions of the
conference is going to be
an unbelievable resource,
allowing us to grow our
audience exponentially,” said
Diane Seligsohn, president of
the St. Petersburg Conference
on World Affairs, in the Feb.
16 announcement.

State senator files bill to strengthen St. Petersburg campus
By Nancy McCann
nemccann@usf.edu

L

egislation that
would return
control of student
admissions to the St.
Petersburg campus and
expand and strengthen the
authority of its Campus
Advisory Board has been
filed by state Sen. Jeff
Brandes, R-St. Petersburg.
The bill would give
St. Petersburg “a separate
admissions office” just as it
once had for many years.
In July 2018, admission
requirements were made
uniform across USF’s three
campuses, and in March
2019 control of the entire
admissions process passed to
Glen Besterfield, the Tampabased dean of admissions.
Brandes, who first
raised the idea of returning
admissions to St. Petersburg
in November, said then that
“no one can highlight what
USF St. Petersburg has to
offer better than its local
advocates.”
His bill also would
increase the St. Petersburg
Campus Advisory Board,
Pinellas County residents
who help oversee the campus,
from seven members to nine.
The campus board, which
is now strictly an advisory
body, would be empowered to
“give input and final approval
to any annual recruitment,
enrollment, or academic
plans” affecting the campus
and “recommend regional
chancellor finalists” for the
campus to USF’s president,
the bill says.
In recent months, Brandes
has emerged as a key player
in the consolidation of USF’s
three campuses and a critic

of the way Tampa-based
administrators are handling it.
He has helped lead a
push to strengthen academic
programs in St. Petersburg
and increase the campus’
sagging enrollment. He also
predicted that changes were
coming to the 13-member
Board of Trustees, which
– as predicted – has gotten
three new members in recent
weeks.
Earlier this month, he
said the legislation he was
preparing came with “input
from a variety of different
legislators, and it’s bipartisan.
“I think (the legislators)
recognize the need for
stronger legislation,” Brandes
said.
Brandes was one of
the key Pinellas County
legislators who stunned the
St. Petersburg campus in
January 2018 with a proposal
to abolish the independent
accreditation of St. Petersburg
and Sarasota-Manatee and
fold them into a single
accreditation with the huge
Tampa campus.
Legislators brushed
aside the objections of St.
Petersburg and its allies
in local government and
business and enacted
the proposal into law in
March 2018. And last July,
consolidation became official.
As the USF administration
planned and implemented
consolidation, however, some
Pinellas elected officials
grew increasingly vocal in
their criticism of how the
university is treating St.
Petersburg.
In May 2019, the
Legislature amended the
statutes to ensure that St.
Petersburg and SarasotaManatee would be full branch

campuses – not satellite
instructional sites – when
consolidation took effect.
They also decreed that the
branch campuses would be
known as the “University of
South Florida St. Petersburg”
and the “University of South
Florida Sarasota-Manatee.”
That has become a point
of contention with the USF
administration, which says
that – to comply with the
principles of consolidation
– St. Petersburg should be
called “USF St. Petersburg
campus” – with a lowercase
“c.”
None of the Pinellas critics
has been louder than Brandes.
In comments published
by The Crow’s Nest on
its website on Oct. 5, the
senator called out the
trustees. He also said that
the USF administration was
not transparent, that the
university’s budget might be
cut and that legislators might
amend the law to ensure
that the two smaller branch
campuses are protected.
Protecting the branch
campuses is the focus of the
legislation that Brandes filed
this week.
“Retaking control” of
admissions is the most
important component of the
bill, Brandes told The Crow’s
Nest on Thursday.
He said there will be
money in the state budget “to
kick-start that.”
“Once we get admissions
back under control, you’re
going to see that USF St. Pete
is the crown jewel of the USF
system,” he said.
He expects Sen. Darryl
Rouson, D-St. Petersburg,
to sign on as a Senate cosponsor, Brandes said, and
“senior members” of the

House are interesting in
sponsoring the bill in their
chamber.
Expanding the St.
Petersburg Campus Advisory
Board from seven to nine
members and giving it
more voice in recruiting,
enrollment, academic plans
and the selection of the
regional chancellor would
accomplish two things,
Brandes said:
** It would add to the
board’s sweep and diversity,
“engage more businesses
actively” in campus affairs
and provide “a stronger voice
for the community.”
** It would empower the
board “to be more than just
advisory … giving them
the ability to have direct
authority.”
For years, the board
had five members and was
called the St. Petersburg
Campus Board. During the
consolidation process, the
university administration
expanded it to seven members
and changed the name to
the St. Petersburg Campus
Advisory Board.

As of Feb. 16, nearly
2,000 people had registered
for a virtual ticket to the
conference.
Ticket information
can be found on the St.
Petersburg Conference on
World Affairs website at
stpetersburgconferenceon
worldaffairs.com.

COURTESY OF THE ST. PETERSBURG
CONFERENCE ON WORLD AFFAIRS

The St. Petersburg
Conference on World
Affairs will host notable
speakers virtually on
topics including American
foreign policy.

The Sarasota-Manatee
campus also has an advisory
board. Brandes’ bill would
expand it from seven
members to nine – with five
members from Manatee and
four from Sarasota County.
In an interview with The
Crow’s Nest late Thursday,
Regional Chancellor Martin
Tadlock said he needed
additional details before
commenting at length on the
legislation.
“It’s obvious that our
Pinellas delegation members
are keeping a very close
eye on how this campus is
impacted by consolidation –
and the budget situation,” he
said.
Tadlock said he liked the
idea of adding two members
to the campus board.
Bringing “a couple of
additional influential people
in Pinellas County onto the
Campus Advisory Board .. is
never a bad thing,” he said.
The newspaper asked
university spokesperson
Adam Freeman for the USF
administration’s reaction to
the legislation.
“We have nothing to add
to your story at this time,”
Freeman said in an email.

COURTESY OF NANCY MCCANN

Sen. Jeff Brandes, R-St. Petersburg, (left) has
emerged as a key player in consolidation and a
critic of the way Tampa-based administrators
are handling it. He said he expects Sen. Darryl
Rouson, D-St. Petersburg, to co-sponsor his bill.
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Screens suck the life out
of the college experience
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

T

here was once an
era when “screen
time” meant how
many minutes were spent
in front of a television or a
Gateway PC monitor. Now,
the evolved term construes
the number of hours spent
staring at smartphones,
tablets and laptops that
weigh less than a diskette of
floppy disks.
Studies show that
excessive screen time can
have adverse effects on
one’s mental, physical and
emotional health; some have
even deemed it a public
health concern.
The college experience
has been reshaped by
coronavirus stipulations
forcing students even closer

to their LED displays.
William AnamuahMensah, a sophomore
chemistry major at USF
Tampa, has experienced
some of the drawbacks
screen time can have on
students.
“I think screen time has
had a negative effect on my
mental health,” AnamuahMensah said. “I noticed
that the time spent doing
schoolwork on my computer
affects me differently than
the time spent scrolling
through memes on Reddit;
it depends really. Generally,
the more time I spend on
my phone, the less focus I
have to do important things
like doing homework and
studying for exams.”
Anamuah-Mensah also
saw problems in his use of
technology to procrastinate.

“Like when I go down
a YouTube rabbit hole
binge watching a series
of videos in one go, I
often have sensations of
overwhelming boredom
and agitation, regretting
the experience,” AnamuahMensah said. “A hidden
consequence would be time
lost that I could have spent
doing homework, further
increasing my feelings of
regret.”
Anamuah-Mensah said
that social media platforms,
like Instagram, can worsen
the mental health impacts
of screen time. He is not
active on these platforms
due to a belief that these
platforms foster harmful
self-comparison and
cyberbullying.
Dwayne Isaacs,
director of student

SOPHIE OJDANIC | THE CROW’S NEST

Students may look like zombies after hours upon hours in front of the screen.

GOV, continued from P1
“I think that, now, more
than ever, students need
support,” Fruehauf said.
“Many of our students,
whether that be incoming
freshmen or graduating
seniors, are missing out on the
college experiences they were
promised.”
Jimenez said one initiative
“in the works of being
discussed” is the installation of
printers in the residence halls.
“The library has limited
hours due to (COVID-19), so
if someone wanted to print
out their paper at midnight,
they have the ability to do so,”
Jimenez said.

Jimenez and Fruehauf are
also focused on increasing
civic engagement among
students.
“During this pandemic,
the use of mail in or drop
off ballot boxes have been
apparent and necessary for
keeping people safe,” Jimenez
said. “Realizing that this
pandemic will not go away
any time soon, it will be smart
to set up a ballot box for those
who are unable to go to the
polling sites in person or do
not have a means of getting
there. By creating a feature
that will allow students to
vote in a safer way. This can

potentially increase student’s
activeness in their local and
governmental politics.”
Despite the election
being uncontested, Fruehauf
hopes students evaluate their
qualifications.
“I sincerely believe that
despite the uncompetitive
nature of the election,
Veronica and I are more than
qualified for office,” he said.
Jimenez and Fruehauf
will participate in a recorded
“debate” on Monday that
will serve as a town hall
for students to question the
future governor and lieutenant
governor. Submit questions
via The Crow’s Nest’s social
media pages.

engagement at USF St.
Petersburg, understands
the repercussions that high
levels of screen time can
have on all members of a
college community.
“Everyone – not just
students – but I think faculty
and staff have too much
screen time right now,”
Isaacs said. “But it’s the
environment that we’re in
and have to work with.
“We spend more time
behind a computer than
meeting a person or walking
across campus and having
those sidebar conversations.
That’s a little isolating at
times for people who need
the energies of other people.
That can be tough on
anyone.”
Now nearly a year
into classes, events and
extracurriculars being
online, USF continues to
struggle with its student
engagement.
“I think we’re going to
see impacts to engagement
for those that want that
in-person contact,” Isaacs
said. “Some people are
very ready to be back to
normal. We hope that people
are considering safety,
but people are just kind of
done with not being able to
connect the way they used
to, and I don’t blame them.”
According to Isaacs, the
university has been “really
creative” in finding safe,
alternative solutions to
the side effects of virtual
learning and increased
screen time.
St. Petersburg and Tampa
campuses will offer socially
distanced tabling sessions
for student organizations to
meet in-person. On-campus
spaces for students to have
quiet, glitch-free Microsoft
Teams meetings will also be
made available.
Issacs said that the
use of virtual platforms
can be beneficial for
“busy” students and some
university events.
“Screen time is
advantageous, but at
the same time, there are

drawbacks,” Isaacs said.
“It’s that age-old saying:
‘everything in moderation,’
I guess.”
In order to keep screen
time in check, Isaacs
recommends students
get outside and enjoy the
space around them, such
as visiting the gym, parks
and local events like the
Saturday Morning Market.
While screens remain a
necessary evil for students,
there are ways to refrain
from endless scrolling:
** Set screen time limits
on your phone
Using built-in features,
like the screen time feature
on iPhones, to set time
limits can prevent users
from signing into apps once
the limit has been reached
for the day.
** Use grayscale
settings instead of color
A colorless display is less
stimulating for users’ brains.
People have reported feeling
less addicted to their phones
after participating in the
“Go Gray” movement.
** Turn-off unnecessary
notifications
Constant reminders to
check a device – important
or otherwise – only trigger
screen addictions. Receiving
incessant UberEats discount
notifications can quickly
turn into hours on Twitter.
** Designate screen-free
areas in your home
Tackling excessive screen
time can be less daunting
with a little teamwork.
Together with roommates
or a partner, users should
designate areas or times that
screens are not allowed.
Time spent face-to-face will
encourage less unnecessary
device usage.
** Consider your health
If high levels of screen
time are inevitable, invest
in specialized accessories
designed for better screen
hygiene, like blue-lightfiltering glasses and antiglare screen protectors.
These products can reduce
eye-strain, improve sleep
and prevent eye damage.

DEBATE, continued from P1
**Jaida Abbas, a third
year political science major
with a minor in public service
and leadership; and Jennifer
Kelly, a third-year political
science major with a minor in
international relations.
Abbas and Kelly are
running on the slogan “RISE
with J and J.” “RISE” stands
for respond, integrate,
strengthen and empower.
Some of their initiatives
include improving the
class registration timeline,
installing power sockets
in outdoor study areas and
providing food vouchers
for students at USF football

games.
All of these tickets will go
head-to-head in the debate to
discuss their platforms and
plans should they be elected.
Students can access the
Microsoft Teams using the
link in the @usfstudentgov
Instagram bio.
The general election is
March 8-11. Students can vote
via links that will be shared
by SG social media accounts.

Correction: In the Feb. 15 edition, ‘The Crow’s Nest’ reported that if student government candidates run for both Senate and
Campus Council, they assume the higher office if elected. New SG guidelines say candidates can choose whether they would
like to assume the Senate or Campus Council position.
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The cost of learning virtually
By Sophie Ojdanic and
Catherine Hicks
sojdanic@usf.edu
chicks@usf.edu

I

n an academic year
plagued by the
pandemic, almost
every student is learning
virtually. With this shift,
the university is working
through adjustments to online
services as well as innovative
ways to keep students
engaged and information

accessible.
According to Chief
Information Officer Sidney
Fernandes, $371,551 was
budgeted for Canvas in fiscal
year 2021. Poll Everywhere,
which allows faculty to
conduct polls, is $25,000,
while Panopto, a service used
to record lectures, is allotted
$119,874.
Other allocations
included:
** $206,250 for Proctorio,
a remote exam proctoring

DARNELL HENDERSON | THE CROW’S NEST

Numbers provided by the IT and Innovative
Education departments at the university show
estimated costs of online services over the past
two fiscal years. Canvas was allocated the most
money, with $371, 551, while Poll Everywhere was
allocated the least, at $25,000.

system.
** $36,437 for
Blackboard Collaborate
Ultra, a virtual classroom
service.
** $75,000 for CidiLab
DesignPlus and ReadyGo,
two Canvas tools.
** $165,000 for Kaltura,
which records and stores
video.
** 38,940 for eLearning
development software
Articulate 360.
Cynthia DeLuca, associate
vice president for innovative
education, said costs for
online services vary based on
how they are used.
“I can tell you for
proctorio (before the
pandemic), we might
have used proctorio on
200,000 exams,” DeLuca
said. “During the last
few semesters, we’ve
administered over 800,000
exams using proctorio. But
we were lucky because that
price didn’t fluctuate because
of the way the contract was
written. So we were able to
offer that (for) many more
(courses) without increasing
the cost to the university.”
Fernandes said IT’s main
goal during the pandemic is
to serve the students.
“The pressure has been
immense, because …
we have very little room
for error when the entire
university is running on
infrastructure that, if it
doesn’t work, there’s no
physical alternative,”
Fernandes said. “(We’re)
more digital than we’ve ever,
ever been.”
This fully digital
landscape provided
challenges that were
unforeseeable to
administrators and placed a
burden on staff and faculty to
devise a solution.
Some of the CARES
Act funding provided to
the university was used to
alleviate this stress.
“From an IT
perspective, … we need (to
accommodate) faculty in the
classroom, the student in the
classroom and potentially the
student at home,” Fernandes
said. “And so for that we

COURTESY OF TARA ZIMMERMAN

The past three semesters, students have
found themselves spending days in front of the
computer using online services like Canvas, which
the university uses as a class dashboard.
had to invest in technologies
within the classroom as well
as the infrastructure. So we
did use CARES funding for
that.”
CARES funding also
contributed to the creation
of the university’s return to
campus pass.
Following the move to
distance learning, online
services was only one of the
areas that was faced with
unprecedented challenges.
Fernandes said budgetary
factors were not the only
concern over the sudden
overhaul of online services.
“We had to create multiple
modalities to be able to
support the faculty and
students,” Fernandes said.
“I call it the COVID-19
experience … But it’s
nowhere close to where we
would like to be if there was
no COVID-19.
“... You shift (to) ‘this
is how we’re teaching our
students,’ and then in a week,
you have to shift elsewhere;
that required, you know,
investment of dollars as well
as people and that’s hard to
quantify.”
Strategic realignment will
have less of an impact on the
IT and Innovative Education
departments, according to
DeLuca.
“We were able to utilize,
obviously, some of the
CARES money in helping
us to offer quality in the
number of online courses
and hybrid courses that
we offered during this

pandemic,” DeLuca said. “…
We did, as every other unit,
experience some budget cuts
(in strategic realignment), but
not to the extent that we feel
that it will impact the design
and development of quality
online courses.”
One of the chief concerns
of students and faculty this
academic year has been
availability and access.
“The home has now
become part of the ecosystem
that technologists like me
now have to worry about,
versus just having to worry
about the bandwidth, for
example, on campus,”
Fernandes said.
Students may find
themselves unable to upgrade
their internet at home, or
even access the internet,
making it more difficult to
complete virtual classes.
According to Fernandes,
the IT department has made
changes to on-campus
bandwidth to allow for more
users at the same time.
Fernandes remains open to
feedback and “opportunities
to get better.”
As COVID-19
vaccinations continue to be
distributed to the highestrisk populations, the timeline
for a return to normal is still
shrouded in uncertainty.
Regarding the online
services budget in the
future, Fernandes hoped for
“the ongoing costs to be as
reasonable as possible.”
But, he said, “I think the
pandemic will decide.”
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Light at the end of the tunnel? Students
once again urged to stay the course
By Mark Parker
CONTRIBUTOR

W

ith COVID-19
cases in the
state and nation
rising to levels not seen
since the summer, many
students and faculty at USF
St. Petersburg were worried
that with the extended time
off and holidays that usually
revolve around visiting family
and friends, there would be
a spike in cases when we
returned in January.
While there was an
increase in student cases, the
numbers quickly fell. Faculty
cases remained mostly
unchanged.
According to the USF
COVID-19 dashboard, for
the week beginning Nov. 15,
only one student at USF St.
Petersburg tested positive.
The Tampa campus recorded
24 students and the SarasotaManatee campus recorded
none.
The dashboard also said
that when students began to
return to campus the week
beginning Jan. 3, USF St.
Petersburg saw its numbers
increase to eight students,
while Tampa and SarasotaManatee increased to 82 and
three, respectively.
Dean of Students Jacob
Diaz said despite these

numbers, students “did a good
job during the break.”
He said that low numbers
may be “good signs that
the mitigation tactics are
working.”
University numbers have
continued to fall sharply,
even after Super Bowl
celebrations.
The week beginning on
Jan. 31 and ending on Super
Bowl Sunday saw USF St.
Petersburg recording four
positive cases, with 41 in
Tampa and none in SarasotaManatee. Two weeks after
the Super Bowl, the number
of cases has fallen to zero for
USF St. Petersburg, zero for
Sarasota-Manatee and five for
Tampa.
Numbers are down and
vaccinations are up in St.
Petersburg, as well. On Feb.
17, St. Petersburg Mayor
Rick Kriseman tweeted that
the city is back down in the
5 percent positive range for a
two-week average. According
to Kriseman, 112,000 people
in the county have already
been vaccinated.
“There is sunlight, folks,”
Kriseman wrote.
Despite progress, tangible
changes to campus life have
yet to be realized.
The university is currently
under “Phase II,” which
allows for 50 percent of

students and faculty to
be on campus, yet most
students still take all of their
classes online. Masks are
still mandated both inside
and outside on-campus, and
campus visitors are still
expected to maintain six feet
of social distance.
“If you would have said 12
months ago that we would be
having the same conversation
12 months from now, I would
have said: ‘Really? No way.’
Yet here we are,” Diaz said.
While Diaz expects the
summer semester to carry
on like the spring, he is
hoping that the fall semester
will bring back a sense of
normalcy.
However, he said that no
decisions on changing current
protocols have been made.
He stressed a fluid
situation and a desire to err on
the side of caution.
In Pinellas County, health
care workers and those over
65 are receiving COVID-19
vaccines. Diaz said that there
have been no conversations
with the state government
on when college students
and faculty would be able to
receive the vaccine.
While many students
are anxious for a return to
normalcy, others have brought
up a potential drawback: after
a year of doing everything

online, a sudden switch to
being back in-person would
disrupt schedules that some
are just getting used to.
“I am so used to
everything being online now
that going back to face-toface would really mess up my
schedule,” Isabella Straub, a
senior mass communications
major, said. “I just started a
new internship and I’m not
sure if I would be able to do
both.”
Straub still hopes for an
open graduation in December.
For people in similar
situations as Straub’s,
graduation takes on an even
greater importance.

Her mom was seriously
ill when she graduated high
school and could not attend
that graduation.
“It should be far enough
away that we can bring a
couple family members, I
hope,” she said.
The federal government is
expected to pass a new $1.9
trillion stimulus bill soon.
This includes billions of
dollars for schools, and USF
is already putting together a
new application for students
in need to receive additional
grants.
“I think it will help,” Diaz
said. “We are really trying to
keep everyone in school.”
Diaz echoed what he
stressed to students in
November.
“Stay the course; keep
doing what we are doing,” he
said. “Good results come with
what you pay attention to.”

BARON REICHENBACH | THE CROW’S NEST

The St. Petersburg campus’ positive COVID-19
cases have remained low since Jan. 3, according
to the university’s COVID-19 dashboard.

Diversity and inclusion remain a priority at Localtopia 2021
By Kristen Boehm
CONTRIBUTOR

T

he pandemic didn’t
stop Localtopia, St.
Petersburg’s annual
local business festival, or
its drive to become more
inclusive.
The one-day outdoor
marketplace returned to
Williams Park for its eighth
consecutive year on Feb.
20. It also brought back
its diversity initiative for
a second year, although
Localtopia organizer Olga
Bof had whole-city inclusion
on her mind since early
2019.
“I had definitely already
heard from some folks, ‘Is
this event truly representative
of our community?’ ” Bof
said.“We’ve always had
minority-owned businesses
at Localtopia, but are we
doing everything we can?”
Bof is the founder and
executive director of Keep
Saint Petersburg Local,
the non-profit that created
and runs Localtopia. With
these questions in mind, she
teamed up with the city’s
Urban Planning department
head, Nikki GlaskinCapehart, other city officials
and community organizations
to include more south St.

Petersburg representation
and more BIPOC-owned
businesses.
In early 2020, that meant
working with a south St.
Petersburg economic growth
plan, One Community, to
sponsor 10 black womanowned businesses as vendors
at Localtopia. These ladies,
nicknamed The Collective,
opened the door for future
growth.
“Localtopia is important
to the overall growth of the
black business ecosystem in
our city,” Glaskin-Capehart
said. “Making sure that we
are intentional about working
with the black business
community in St. Petersburg,
and, of course, exposing
them to opportunities
that they might not have
considered before.”
For small businesses like
The Collective, Localtopia
provides opportunities to
experience high-volume
crowds, a huge boom in sales
and far-reaching exposure.
Glaskin said that these types
of experiences could have
transformative effects on not
just individuals, but entire
communities.
In 2020, Localtopia
hosted 250 vendors,
expanded its grounds by an
entire city block, and pulled

record-breaking sales for
its vendors. It seemed that
each year was bigger and
better than the last. Then,
the pandemic slammed
everything to a halt.
“The world changed,” Bof
said.
Over the course of 2020,
she watched local businesses
struggle for survival and
saw the growth of the Black
Lives Matter movement. The
nation and the world became
even more aware of how
important it was to support
black communities and
businesses.
In December of 2020,
Keep St. Petersburg Local
was able to hold an event
called Holiday Makers
Market at The Factory, an
arts complex that partially
opened in late 2020 in South
St. Petersburg. Bof made
sure that the event kept the
diversity and representation
initiative going strong.
Thanks to this event,
social media and word of
mouth, Bof has been able
to maintain momentum for
Localtopia 2021, even with
uncertainty surrounding it.
“For all intents and
purposes, we were not able
to confirm that [this year’s]
Localtopia was actually
even able to go ahead until

the first or second week
of January,” Bof said. “So
we’re talking about a month
that we’ve known that we
can move forward.”
Despite this short notice,
the festival is boasting almost
200 vendors, an extensive
COVID-19 safety plan and a
continued focus on total St.
Petersburg representation.
Several new black-owned
and South St. Pete businesses
will be coming to Localtopia,
including Red’s BBQ
Food Truck and the Three
Generations food truck.

Bof said that community
outreach and representation
is about growing organic
rapport and nurturing small
businesses.
“The connections were
forged and we continue to
develop them,” she said. “If
you look at our mission, it
goes beyond just supporting
local businesses... We want
to just go beyond telling
them, ‘you have to pay this
to be a member and you go
up on the website, and we’re
good,’ you know? We take
the time to help them grow.”

ANNALISE ANDERSON | THE CROW’S NEST

Localtopia continued its eight-year run as
an outdoor marketplace for local businesses
on Saturday.
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CONTRIBUTOR

A

with family, friends or a
significant other and need
time to yourself, go for a
run.
Alter your perspective:
instead of seeing running
as intimidating and
strenuous, look at it as
an opportunity to escape.
Running is a form of
escapism unmatched by
even the most addictive
page-turners or bingeworthy shows.
I heard once that
anyone should be able to
light up a cigar and enjoy
it, so long as they know
how to do it properly.
While I admit smoking
may not be the best
example when discussing
exercise amid a pandemic,
the same holds true for
running.
As someone who
absolutely loathed running
ever since the dreaded
pacer test in middle
school, surrounded by
hormonal, sweaty teens
in a humid gym; I firmly
believe that anyone who is
physically able to run can
and will enjoy it if they do
it properly.
When I started running
regularly, the key for
me was to not overexert
myself. In fact, I ran at
such an easy pace that it
bordered on downright
laziness. Change your
perspective. You don’t
have to burn yourself out
to the point of complete
exhaustion. The fact that
you are running at all
means you’re doing more
than most people. When

I finally understood this,
I started to truly enjoy
running.
As for anxiety and
depression, studies
continue to show that
running has a positive
effect on these mental
health conditions.
Psychiatrists have
prescribed exercise as
an adjunct mental health
treatment for decades,
with increased focus in
recent years on widespread
implementation.
Results of a recent
health survey conducted
by the Kaiser Family
Foundation found that:
“During the pandemic,
about 4 in 10 adults in
the U.S. have reported
symptoms of anxiety or
depressive disorder, a
share that has been largely
consistent, up from one in
ten adults who reported
these symptoms from
January to June 2019.”
We all have suffered
different hardships
over the course of the
pandemic, whether it be
the loss of a loved one,
being let go from a job,
returning to school, feeling
lonely or coming to terms
with your mortality.
Running is the most
basic and cathartic form
of exercise you are able to
do that can have a positive
effect on physical and
mental health.
So I encourage you to
go for a run.
Think about everything.
Think about nothing.
Allow yourself that
freedom.
And I want you to ask
yourself: “Am I running
against the pandemic, or
running from it?”
For me, it just depends
on the day.

COURTESY OF MICHAEL ALDEN

Mass communications graduate student Michael
Alden and his father ran the Skyway Bridge Run
two days after the United States’ first
COVID-19 case.
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A lot to like about ‘The Little Things’
By Sophie Ojdanic
sojdanic@usf.edu

A

t the movie
theater where I
work, we have
a regular who comes in
and asks for a ticket to
“whatever’s new,” every
week. Usually, he ends up
coming back in about 20
minutes asking for a refund
because, as it turns out, the
movie was bad.
I knew we had struck
gold when I sold him a
ticket to The Little Things,
and he never emerged.
The icing on the golden
cake? When his showtime
ended, he walked out of the
theater showing me a single
thumbs-up.
I was convinced; this had
to be the perfect film.
The Little Things is
a crime thriller starring
Denzel Washington
(you know who that is),
Rami Malek (Mr. Robot,
Bohemian Rhapsody) and
Jared Leto (Suicide Squad).
Washington and Malek play
a pair of detectives in search
of a serial killer. Leto takes
on the role of a suspect in

the investigation.
Director and writer
John Lee Hancock — who
also directed and wrote
The Blind Side and Saving
Mr. Banks — used the
stories of Washington’s
veteran detective and
Malek’s newbie to share
the importance of personal
closure with failure, rather
than letting the little things
eat you alive.
Washington even tells the
audience in the film’s trailer:
“It’s the little things that get
you caught.”
Washington and Malek
do an excellent job at
making their characters
seem like dimensional
people who have laserfocused on a dimensional
goal, while Leto — who I
unfortunately must praise
in this role — did a great
job playing a confusing and
twisted character to bounce
off of Washington and
Malek.
The conclusion of this
film fell right in between
satisfying and unsatisfying,
but that seemed to be the
point. Sometimes, you just
don’t know, and you have to

come to terms with that.
Surprisingly, critics
thought less of this film
than audiences, with a 47
percent Rotten Tomatoes
critic rating and a 65 percent
audience rating.
Harris Dang of The
AU Review wrote: “The
Little Things features all
the ingredients that would
make a great serial killer
feature; top-notch casting,
an interesting plot and a
talented crew to realize
Hancock’s vision. But it
just does not reach that
potential.”
Most audience criticisms
were about the ending of
the film, and I can see that,
but the ultimate point of
The Little Things, I think, is
futility. What’s the payoff of
the audience going through
the journey? Well, what’s
the payoff of the characters
going through this journey?
Overall, I would rate The
Little Things a 7 out of 10.
It’s not action-packed like
some of Washington’s other
films – so don’t expect that
– but it’s still an interesting
film that explores the mind
and fixation.

COURTESY OF IMDB

‘The Little Things’ stars Denzel Washington, Rami
Malek and Jared Leto.

W h at to do t his we e k : Fe b. 22-28
By Molly Ryan
mollyr5@usf.edu
MONDAY
Interested in becoming
a health care professional?
Health Occupations
Students of America is
holding an online Q&A
with a travel nurse from
3 to 4 p.m. Students can
RSVP to the event via
PeteSync.
TUESDAY
Ever wondered how
your zodiac sign might
influence your leadership
skills? Consider joining The
Office of Leadership and
Organizations on Microsoft
Teams from 1 to 2 p.m. for
the Zodiac Leadership
seminar. Make sure you
have your astrological birth
chart, via

cafeastrology.com, on-hand
prior to the meeting. Visit
PeteSync to receive more
information and to RSVP.
WEDNESDAY
Learn everything you
need to know about joining
the Peace Corps with USF
World St. Petersburg in
the USF Peace Corps
Information Session. From
2 to 3 p.m. on Microsoft
Teams, students will be able
to ask questions about the
type of service available
through the organization,
as well as gain insight
into what the application
process looks like. For more
information on the event or
to RSVP, go to PeteSync.

THURSDAY
See ancient, modern and
contemporary art at your
own price with the Tampa
Museum of Art’s Art on
the House. From 4 to 8
p.m., visitors can choose the
admission price they want to
pay and enjoy the museum’s
wide array of artwork. The
museum can be found at 120
Gasparilla Plaza.
FRIDAY
Get to know and love
the city’s creative side
with the St. Petersburg
Celebration of the Arts.
Find out what makes the
area so unique in the allday display of musical and
artistic performances put on
by local museums, theatrical

and musical groups at the
Mahaffey Theatre, 400 First
St. S.
SATURDAY
Let your senses come
alive and sample from a
range of over 110 items at
the annual Busch Gardens
Food and Wine Festival.
This year’s selection
features over 20 new
dishes; over 50 new beers,
wines and seltzers; and 20
new cocktails. Food and
beverage is not included
with admission and festivalgoers must be 21 and over
to attend. Single day park
tickets start at $89.99
and a five-item sampler
lanyard starts at $34.99; all
lanyards are valid through
April 25. Visit the park at

10165 N McKinley Dr. For
more information, go to
buschgardens.com.
SUNDAY
Appreciate the finer
things in life at the Eighth
Annual St. Petersburg
Fine Arts Festival from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. The outdoor
gallery will showcase a wide
range of all media — all
original works by artisans
throughout Florida. Masks
will be required for both
artists and attendees and
social distancing protocols
will be in place; masks will
be provided to those who
do not have one on arrival.
The event will take place
at South Straub Park, 198
Bayshore Drive NE.
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Student Spotlight: Exploring art across mediums
By Edyn Gottlieb
edyn@usf.edu

W

here do
students go
when the
Zoom class ends? If you’re
senior graphic design
major Alex Roberts, you’re
in the recording studio.
Born in Orlando,
Roberts moved to Sarasota
in 2004 where he grew
up. He later received his
associate’s degree from the
State College of Florida
before enrolling at USF St.
Petersburg in 2017.
“I had friends who had
gone to USF and really
enjoyed their experience,”
Roberts said. “And then I
found out they had a really
strong graphic design
program and that was the
green light.”
Roberts chose to
commute to USF,
remaining in Sarasota
where he had met his
future bandmates in 2012.
“We all grew up loving
and listening to music
and going to shows
together,” Roberts said.
“I was playing a lot of
hardcore metal music
and (bandmates) Brian
(Gorman) and Keegan
(Bradford) were into indie
rock, but the Sarasota
music scene was pretty
intertwined. We all got
along.”
Bradford, a guitarist,
and Gorman, a vocalist and

guitarist, started the band
that would later be known
as “Camp Trash.”
“They would get
together during summer
vacation and just play,”
Roberts said. “They would
write songs in a day and
then they would perform
them at shows that night.”
In 2019, Bradford and
Gorman invited Roberts to
fill in as their drummer for
a show so, with Bradford’s
brother Levi as the bassist,
the soon-to-be band played
its first and only live show
together.
After the show, it was
decided that Roberts would
join the group permanently,
and from there Camp Trash
was born.
While the band hadn’t
released any music,
it started to attract a
following on its Twitter
account @camp_trash.
“We joked on Twitter
that we were a band with
no music,” Roberts said.
“We were essentially a
meme page. When we
announced that we were
really a band it just kind of
caught on.”
Gorman and Bradford
eventually decided they
wanted to take the band in
a more focused direction.
At the beginning of 2020,
they decided to record
four songs and send them
to different record labels
hoping one would bite –
and one did.

COURTESY OF ALEX ROBERTS

From left to right, Alex Roberts, Keegan Bradford, Bryan Gorman and Levi
Bradford pose for a photo. Their band, Camp Trash, released an EP album
in January.

Count Your Lucky Stars
Records signed Camp
Trash in July 2020 and the
band released its EP titled
“Downtiming” in January.
The band is now
working to record its first
full album, which they

hope to release later this
year.
In addition to being a
drummer, Roberts does
all the design work for the
band.
“I design everything for
our band, so it has been
cool going through the

process of creating merch
and vinyls,” Roberts said.
Roberts wants to
continue his work in
graphic design after he
graduates and hopes to
be employed by a
design agency in
the future.

COURTESY OF ALEX ROBERTS

Roberts, a graphic design student, handles all of
the band’s design work, and hopes to pursue a
career in design after graduating.
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Camp Trash was signed by Count Your Lucky Stars Records in July 2020.

